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Acronyms

ASD Autism Spectrum Disorder

ADHD Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
CIE Cambridge International Exams

CPD  Continuing Professional Development
EAL English as an Additional Language
EAP English for Academic Purposes

EHCP Education, Health and Care Plan

EYFS Early Years Foundation Stage

HoLS Head(s) of Learning Support

JCQ  Joint Council for Qualifications

KS2 Key Stage 2

LEA Local Education Authority

LSA Learning Support Assistant

MFL Modern Foreign Languages

MHPS Magdalene House Preparatory School
MidYIS Middle Years Information System

NNC  New National Curriculum

OCD  Obsessive Compulsive Disorder

ODD  Oppositional Defiant Disorder

SEN Special Educational Needs

SEND Special Educational Needs and Disability
SLCN  Speech, Language and Communication Needs
WGS  Wisbech Grammar School

Roles

Head of Learning Support (Magdalene House) Mrs Claire Harding (CDH)
Head of Learning Support (Senior School) Dr Emma Stanley Isaac (ESI)
International Strategy Academic Coordinator Mrs Sarah Fox (SCF)

LSA Mrs Christian Ayling (CMA)
LSA Mr Freddie Whatling (FIW)
LSA Miss Emma Brown (EMB)

Availability

This policy is available to parents and prospective parents on the School website, and a printed
copy may be requested from the School Office/Pupil Services Team.

SEND Policy (A2) (updated NewCo Feb 2020) 2



Scope

Wisbech Grammar School encompasses both a Senior School and a Preparatory School.
Throughout this policy, the term Wisbech Grammar School refers to both Schools.

Legislative Context

The Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (0-25 years) 2014 requires
independent schools to ’have regard to the Code of Practice’ This means that we must fulfil our
statutory duties towards children and young people with SEN or disabilities in the light of the
guidance set out in it.

Under the Equality Act (2010) the School has a statutory duty not to discriminate against disabled
children and young people and must make reasonable adjustments, including the provision of
auxiliary aids and services, for them.

Definition of Special Educational Needs and Disability

The Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (0-25 years) 2014 states that: ’a
child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special
educational provision to be made for him or her. A child of compulsory school age has a learning
difficulty or disability if he or she has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority
of others of the same age or has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making
use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream
schools or post 16 institutions. A child under compulsory school age has SEN if he or she is likely
to fall within the definition above when they reach compulsory school age or would do so if
special educational provision was not made for them.’

Some children and young people with SEN may also have a disability. Under the Equality Act
2010, the definition of a disability is: ‘a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and
long-term negative effect on someone’s ability to do normal daily activities.’

Where a child or young person requires special educational provision over and above the
adjustments, aids and services required by the Equality Act 2010, they will additionally be covered
by the SEN definition as detailed in the Code of Practice, 2014.

Rationale

This policy explains how Wisbech Grammar School makes provision for pupils with SEND, in
accordance with the current legislation and in line with the School’s ethos.

Wisbech Grammar School is a selective co-educational independent school. We believe that all
children are entitled to an education that will enable them to develop their full potential, be that
intellectual, physical, aesthetic, creative, emotional, spiritual or social, finding appropriate
challenge in our learning environment.
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Wisbech Grammar School is committed to providing a sufficiently challenging curriculum for all its
pupils. All pupils have individual needs, which put personalised learning at the heart of our
teaching and learning. All staff are responsible and accountable for the development and progress
of the pupils in their class.

All pupils have an entitlement to the following:
1 Staff commitment to develop pupils’ full potential at all times.

1 Lessons that stimulate, engage, challenge, inform, excite or encourage through partnership
and dialogue with teachers and other pupils and active participation in the lesson.

1 Skilled, well-prepared and informed teachers who have a perspective and understanding of
whole-school needs, problems and policies, especially those concerning issues related to
those pupils identified as SEN.

T Courses that lead to examinations and accreditation.

1 An entitlement beyond subject teaching, including preparation for senior school life, adulthood
and preparation for the world of work. This should include extra-curricular activity, personal
social education, visits to local places of interest, careers guidance, visits to local industry,
work experience, community service and, in some circumstances, counselling.

The school will do its best to ensure that the necessary provision is made for any pupil who has
special educational needs, and those needs are made known to all who are likely to teach
him/her.

The school will do its best to ensure that all practitioners are able to identify and provide for those
pupils who have special educational needs and ensure that they are included in all lessons and
activities alongside their peers as far as is practically possible.

Partnership with Parents

The school will have regard to the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice when carrying out
its duties toward all pupils with SEN and ensure that parents are notified of a decision by the
school that provision is being considered or made for their child.

Partnership with parents and guardians plays a key role in enabling children and young people
with SEN to achieve their potential. WGS recognises that parents hold key information and have
knowledge and experience to contribute to the shared view of a child’s needs and the best ways
of supporting them. All parents of children with special educational needs will be treated as
partners and play an active and valued role in their children’s education.

Children and young people with special educational needs often have a unique knowledge of their
own needs. They will be encouraged to participate in all the decision-making processes and
contribute to the assessment of their needs, the review and transition processes.
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Specialist Staff and Facilities

The Heads of Learning Support in both schools are responsible for the organisation of Learning
Support within Wisbech Grammar School and Magdalene House.

Miss E Brown, and Mr F Whatling are part-time Learning Support Assistants (LSA) working with
pupils within the classroom or in small withdrawal groups as necessary. From September 2019,
Mrs A Kelly will be joining the team as a part-time LSA.

Mrs C Ayling is a full-time LSA working within the classroom, delivering small group or 1:1
interventions and supporting a pupil who has an EHCP. This support is funded by the LEA.

Mr P Logan is the SEND advocate on the Senior Leadership Team.
Mrs J Bodger is the Advisory Board member responsible for SEND.

The Learning Support classroom is sited in the IT corridor of the Senior School, close to
Magdalene House.
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Identification and Assessment of SEN

On entry to Wisbech Grammar School

Pupils entering the school with a known difficulty must provide full details and relevant documents
such as a screening result, assessment report or statement of SEN/EHCP.

Pupils who have been assessed by an educational psychologist or specialist teacher assessor will
be added to the Learning Support register and staff notified of the pupil’s additional learning
needs. International pupils’ maths and English are assessed before entry, and a further English
assessment is sat when they start at Wisbech Grammar School.

Screening: dyslexia

Prep 3 and 1st Form Senior School pupils take an on-line dyslexia screener test (GL
Assessments) early in their first term. Parents of those pupils that have some level of dyslexia
indicated by the screener are consulted and offered a full assessment with either Dr Stanley Isaac
or Mrs Harding, who are Specialist Teacher Assessors. Pupils joining the Senior School in years
other than the 1st Form, are monitored during their initial weeks, and are put through the same
procedure, if it is thought to be appropriate. In the Prep School new pupils (from Prep 3 upwards)
are automatically screened for dyslexia on their assessment day.

Assessment fees
£150 for a full assessment
£60 for an update assessment

An update assessment may be required in the 3rd or 4th form to meet the requirements for
awarding Access Arrangements in external exams.

Screening: dyscalculia

A dyscalculia screener (GL Assessments) is available for Magdalene House pupils based on
referral from class teacher and Head of Learning Support. Parents of those who have some
degree of dyscalculia indicated will be consulted and we will endeavour to focus TA and/or LSA
support for the pupil within Maths lessons.

CAT 4 tests are given to the 1st Form before entry to the Senior School. Results from these tests
may be used as indicators to help identify any pupils who may have SEN.

CAT tests are given from Prep 4 — Prep 6 in the first Michaelmas Term and these results, when
compared to attainment levels, may be used as indicators for specific learning difficulties.
Staff Referrals

Class and subject teachers make regular assessments of progress for all pupils.

In the Prep School if a class teacher feels that a pupil is struggling with core subject areas
(literacy and numeracy) they discuss this with the Head Teacher or Leader of Teaching and
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Learning and Head of Learning Support. An online testing system (GL Assessments) is
administered annually from Prep 2 - Prep 6 and the results are used to track pupils’ progress.
From Prep 4 upwards results are reported to parents in the Trinity Term reports. If evidence of a
specific learning difficulty seems likely or if progress is not as expected, parents are asked to
meet with the class teacher, Leader of Teaching and Learning -

SLCN, a
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